Nicaragua Network Regional Meeting
October 16-18, 2009 – Baltimore, MD

Registration Form

Name(s) __________________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________________

Phone ______________________________ E-mail address________________________________________

Your solidarity group, if any ________________________________________________________________

NOTE:  Responses to the following question will be used to develop topics for smaller-group sharing on Saturday afternoon.  Your answer(s) will really help us!

What challenges are you facing (as an individual or group) in doing solidarity work with Nicaragua? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Lodging:  (See “Lodging Information” handout.)

____ I will take care of my own lodging arrangements.  
____ I would like free lodging for these nights (check which): ____Friday     ____Saturday     ____Sunday
THE DEADLINE IS OCTOBER 5 FOR REQUESTS FOR FREE LODGING.  We’ll do our best to accommodate all requests received by October 5, by way of home stays and cots in a church shelter.  If you still have lodging questions after reading the next page:  Call Barbara, 410-662-6292.
Special needs (dietary requirements, environmental allergies, handicap access, etc.):
_____________________________________________________________________

Registration and fee: We REALLY need your advance registration form, so we can plan for food, meeting packets, the topics and number of workshops and discussion groups, and free housing.  Your advance payment is also helpful; but if you need to pay at the door, please indicate that on this form and send the form in promptly!
____ My payment is enclosed.
____ I am also donating $_____ for the conference scholarship fund.
____ I need to pay at the door. 
____ I am paying by credit card (see below)
Registration forms received by October 5:  Fee is $45 a person.  Thereafter:  Fee is $55 a person.
This fee covers:

- Two continental breakfasts, two lunches, and refreshments throughout the conference
- A ticket to the Philip Montalban concert (a $15 value)
- Conference overhead such as room rental, packet, mailing, and speakers’ travel, food & housing
Make check payable to Nicaragua Network/AGJ and send with this form to:  1247 E St., SE, Washington, DC 20003 or email the information to nicanet@afgj.org.  To pay the registration fee by credit card, go to http://www.nicanet.org/?page_id=341.  Click on “Other,” write “Regional Meeting” and enter the amount. 
LODGING INFORMATION
Free Lodging

Home stays:  Members and friends of the host group, Casa Baltimore/Limay, are opening their homes to conference guests.  Generally speaking, we will allocate these home-stay spaces on a first-come-first-serve basis.  We will also take special needs into account – for example, making sure we don’t assign a person with cat allergies to a home with a cat!

Church shelter cots:  In addition, we have 19 folding cots and bedding available in a church shelter (otherwise closed till November), located less than 3 blocks from the conference.  Most of the cots are in one large room, but a few are in a partitioned area.  There are several bathrooms nearby, but only one or two showers.

Other:  One of our members has recommended www.couchsurfing.net as another way to find free accommodations.

Low-Cost Lodging 

The Baltimore Hostel is located at 17 W. Mulberry Street, Baltimore 21201.  Phone:  410-576-8880.  This is in the "Mount Vernon" part of town, which is a downtown historic district with lots of charm and points of interest.  It is about 2 miles from the conference.  If a number of people stay at the hostel, or in a nearby hotel, we can probably arrange for transportation in the morning and evening.

Most of the hostel rooms have dorm bunk beds, but they have at least one room with a double bed.  This hostel is ranked as the 3rd best hostel in North America - it is quite attractive and has a nice self-serve kitchen.  According to the website the private room is "from $50;" the dorm rooms are “$25 and up;” and if you reserve for 2 nights, you get a 3rd night free.  NOTE:  If you reserve a space at the Hostel, please mention that it’s for the Nicaragua conference; the manager, Frank Pratka, says that if enough people from the conference stay there, they’ll work to arrange a dorm room exclusively for the conference group.

http://www.baltimorehostel.org/

Moderate-Cost Lodging
Both places listed in this section are in the "Mount Vernon" part of town, already mentioned as a downtown historic district about 2 miles from the meeting.  

The Mount Vernon Hotel is at 24 West Franklin Street, Baltimore, MD 21201.  Phone: 410-727-2000.  Rates $99 and up, special $155 for 2 nights, according to their website.

http://www.mountvernonbaltimore.com/.

The Rodeway Inn (formerly the Tremont Hotel) is at 723 Saint Paul Street, Baltimore, MD 21202.  Phone: 410-244-6630.  Rooms have just been renovated under new management.  Rates are $85-90 a night. 

http://www.rodewayinn.com/hotel-baltimore-maryland-MD231

Somewhat Higher Cost

The Inn at the Colonnade is the closest hotel to the meeting, but it is about a mile away.  Address:  4 West University Parkway, Baltimore, MD 21218.  Phone: 410-235-5400.  Rate is $146.78 per night.  We can provide a ride from there to the meeting, if needed.

http://doubletree1.hilton.com/en_US/dt/hotel/BWICUDT-Inn-at-The-Colonnade-Baltimore-A-Doubletree-Hotel-Maryland/index.do
